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Dr. Donna Lee Van Cott will present a lecture entitled "Indigenous Politics and Democracy in the Americas," at the Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies on Friday, Oct. 19 at 11:30 a.m.

"I look to answer the question about whether indigenous political parties are contributing to democracy or making any real advances," Dr. Van Cott said. "And if so, what determines where these advances are made and where they're more problematic?"

In the lecture, she will discuss her research on indigenous people's political parties in Bolivia and Ecuador.  Van Cott has found that indigenous political parties often try to be more inclusive in their decision-making processes and work to incorporate culture in their work. However, in other cases, indigenous parties negate what could be achieved by competing amongst themselves for votes. Other parties struggle for a place in a system dominated by a single party.

Dr. Van Cott is a new associate professor in the Political Science Department at the University of Connecticut. This material is also the subject of a book she is currently completing after having spent time in the field in 2005.
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"We take for granted the values and institutions of democracy as we know them in the United States," Van Cott said. "If you look at these institutions from people in other cultures, you'll see them with different eyes...I think it's a great way for evaluating what our expectations are for our own democracy and what types of institutions we can imagine in the future."

Sponsored by the Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies and co-sponsored by The Vice Provost for Research & Graduate Education, this event will be held in the center's conference Room, located on the second floor of the Ryan Building.

For more information or to RSVP, please contact the Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies.
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